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Curriculum Information for Parents
 Spring term 2
   Class:   Alder                                                                                 Department: Forest

	English
	In English we will be continuing to focus on Sounds Write to develop knowledge and understanding of phonics for both reading and writing. We are looking forward to studying stories of traditional tales and learning how to write instructions. 

	Maths

	This half term we will be continuing to investigate place value and our understanding of number. We will be using practical resources to develop our confidence and understanding.
We will be completing addition and subtraction work using Numicon to assist us and will be looking at fractions and how we can break a shape or number into different, equal, parts.

	Breakfast
PSHE / Jigsaw
	PSHE this half term will continue to look at building relationships through a number of different games and activities. We will look at Special Play – what this is and the rules we need to follow. We will learn skills such as negotiation and compromise. We will learn to share but have fun and share these positive fun experiences with our friends.
In JIGSAW our topic is ‘healthy me’. We will be looking at our bodies and what it needs to stay healthy. We will look at healthy food and lifestyles. We will look at drugs and alcohol and the effects they can have on our bodies.

	Theme 

	TOPIC – This half term in Geography, our class will be exploring the topic My World & Mexico. The children will begin by learning about their own local area and what makes it special, before comparing it to the country of Mexico. They will locate Mexico on a world map and globe, learn about its climate, landscapes and some of its key human and physical features. The children will also explore similarities and differences between life in the UK and life in Mexico, helping them to develop their geographical knowledge and understanding of the wider world.
DT – In DT we will be exploring a creative topic called Puppets. The children will investigate a range of different fabrics and materials, learning about their textures, strengths and suitability for different purposes. They will explore simple design ideas before designing and making their own puppets. As part of this process, the children will practise a variety of ways to join materials together, such as gluing, stapling and simple stitching, helping them to develop their making skills and creativity.

	Science

	This half term, will be learning about Plants. The children will learn about the basic structure of plants such as roots, stems, leaves and flowers. We will explore what plants need to grow and stay healthy and observe how plants change over time. The children will have opportunities for hands-on learning through planting and caring for seeds, helping them to develop their scientific enquiry skills.

	Computing

	In Computing Alder Class will be studying a unit called Pictograms. The children will be introduced to the term data and will learn how information can be collected and recorded, for example using tally charts. They will explore the word attribute and use this to help them sort and organise data. As the unit progresses, the children will present information using pictograms and simple block diagrams and will use these to answer questions and interpret what the data shows. This will help to develop their understanding of data handling in a fun and practical way.

	PE
Hockey and indoor team games
	Children will develop: 
Confidence, cooperation, and teamwork through a range of indoor team games. They will learn how to work with others, follow rules, and show fairness and respect during physical activity. 
Improve skills: 
Physical skills such as throwing, catching, passing, dodging, and movement in different directions. They will practise controlling their bodies, reacting quickly, and making simple decisions during games. Children also develop communication skills. 
Experience: 
Playing a variety of small-sided team games in a safe and inclusive indoor environment. They will take part in structured activities and simple competitive games, learning how to apply rules, tactics, and teamwork.  

	Music

	In Music, Alder Class will be following the Sing Up scheme of work entitled Up and Down. The children will explore pitch through a range of fun singing activities, learning how music can move higher and lower. They will practise using their voices expressively, develop their listening skills and begin to recognise changes in pitch within songs and musical pieces. The unit will also include opportunities to use simple instruments and movement to support their musical understanding.

	BSL

	In BSL we will be learning how to sign words relating to everyday objects. We will also be learning BSL throughout our school day relating to which subjects we are learning.

	RE

	In RE we will be exploring the question: “Why was Jesus welcomed like a king or celebrity by the crowds on Palm Sunday?” The children will learn the story of Palm Sunday and its place within the Easter story. They will discuss how and why Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem, how people showed their respect, and what this event means to Christians. Through stories, discussion and creative activities, the children will begin to understand the importance of this celebration within the Christian faith.

	Structured Play
	Structured play will take place every morning for 30 minutes allowing children a smooth transition into school. The sessions help to improve children's skills in areas such as relationships, rules, boundaries, exploration and social skills. Children can ‘play out’ their feelings and emotions if required and learn to share a learning space with their peers. Children learn to develop a number of life skills in a safe, playful and less demanding situation.



	The questions that we will explore are:
Geography (My World and Mexico):
How is our local area similar to and different from life in Mexico?
Science (Plants):
What do plants need to grow and stay healthy?
DT (Puppets):
How can we design and make a puppet using different materials and joining techniques?
Computing:
How can we collect information and present it using pictograms?
	You could help your child by:
· Reading stories with them and talking through pictures to gain understanding
· Research some of the questions we will be exploring
· Asking about your child’s day
· Allowing children to sound out words they see around in their environments to encourage their reading and phonic skills
· Regularly reading the home reader book and share comments in the booklet provided.
· Practice counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.

	Please visit our school website, where you can find this information and see Alder Class at work and play. Visit www.willowgroveprimary.org.uk Then follow Children/Class Pages/Alder
Thank you.
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